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DEMOLITION (Structures) 
 
 

 This handout is intended only as a guide.  It shall not be considered a complete set of requirements.  
 A permits is required for demolition of a building structure and/or interior building demolition work.   
 If a new structure will be built immediately following the demolition of the old structure, all the work may be on 

one permit.  The valuation of the demolition work should be included in the valuation of that permit. 
 It is the responsibility of the owner and/or contractor to comply with the requirements and rules of all authorities 

and government agencies having jurisdiction.  The permit applicant shall be responsible for contacting all of 
the proper State, County and Local authorities prior to beginning demolition.  All asbestos and other prohibited 
materials shall be removed and disposed of in accordance with the rules and regulations established by the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.  The Department of Natural Resources, County Environmental Services 
Department, County or Local Watershed, Municipality Utilities and Public Works Directors are examples of 
agencies and/or authorities that may be involved in any given project, and a demolition permit issued by the 
Building Inspections Department shall not be construed as permission to proceed without approval from all 
appropriate agencies.   

 Information from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency is included at the end of this document for your 
convenience. Visit www.pca.state.mn.us for additional helpful information. 
 

Permit Submittal (if the project is demolition only) shall include:   
  Building Permit Application, completed in its entirety, including signature and valuation. 
  Checklist for Demolition Permit (included in this handout).   
  ALL DOCUMENTATION listed in the Checklist that applies to your project MUST be included 
with the application.  If the structure is regulated, you must submit a Notice of Intent to Perform a 
Demolition (attached) to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, and submit proof of this step with 
your Application. (Single family dwellings are generally exempt from this requirement.) 

 

   PERMIT CARD AND APPROVED PLANS (throughout the project) shall be: 
 

POSTED prior to start of work - VISIBLE from street or driveway - ACCESSIBLE to the inspector 
 

    INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS:      
 

Inspections MUST be scheduled during office hours AT LEAST one business day prior to inspection.  If a 
specific date and time is required, additional notice may be needed.  Failure to cancel a scheduled 
inspection may result in a reinspection fee.  

 Office Hours: Monday - Friday • 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 Phone: (952) 442-7520 or (888) 446-1801 

 

Inspections: (Refer to your permit card regarding project-specific inspections. If you have any questions 
regarding the classification, removal, transport, or disposal of asbestos, or any questions regarding 
asbestos rules, regulations, or standards, please contact the MPCA asbestos team at (651) 296-6300 or 
(800) 657-3864. Information is also available at the MPCA website: www.pca.state.mn.us.) 
 

o Pre-demo: The following items must be checked and remain in place throughout the duration of the project:   
□  Removal of all items listed in the Pre-Renovation/Demolition Environmental Checklist (attached)    
□  Traffic control    □  Pedestrian protection    □  Silt fence    □  Dust control    □  Utilities disconnected 
□  Owner/contractor must provide verification of proper clean-up and disposal of contaminated soils,  
    and all abatement issues, and disconnects (see permit packet for requested documents). 

o Empty hole: After the structure has been removed, the “empty hole” is inspected to verify removal of 
all construction materials. 

o Final: After the demolition is complete, the following items are checked: 
□  Site is properly cleaned up and appropriately graded.  □  Street is clean 
□  Vegetation is restored, soil is stabilized, or sediment/erosion control measures are still in place. 

 

Phone:  952-442-7520                
Fax:  952-442-7521 
Email:  info@mnspect.com 
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Checklist for Demolition Permit 
(MUST be included when applying for permit) 

 

Project Name:  __________________________________ Date: _____________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________  Municipality:  ___  __________ 
 
Owner’s Name:  ________  ________________ Telephone Number:  _______________ 
 
Contractor’s Name:  ____________    _________ Telephone Number:  _______________ 
 

Detailed explanation of work to be performed: 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Yes   No 
        Will the demolition work disturb greater than one acre of land?  Disturbed land 

includes:  land used for stockpiling; land surrounding the structure that is to be demolished 
that will be altered during the final excavating work; the land where the removed structure 
was located; construction site entrance. 

IF YES: Separate Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (MPCA) and local MS4 requirements may apply. 
IF NO: Sediment and erosion control practices must be maintained. 
  

Have the following been submitted or completed? 
Yes   No     N/A 

           Completed permit application. 
           Two sets of site plans verifying the location and size of structure(s) being demolished. 
           Two sets of plans showing area of interior/exterior demo work. 
           A written description of building demolition method. 
           A written verification and/or site plan identifying the type of pedestrian protection being 

provided, including description of type, location and height of fencing to be used. 
           A performance bond, letter of credit, escrow or securities in  accordance with Municipality 

policy.   
           A Demolition/Renovation Notification submitted to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.  

(Under Section 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations Part 61(M), if the structure is 
regulated, you must submit a Notice of Intent to Perform a Demolition.  Single family 
dwellings are generally exempt.) 

           All utilities properly terminated. 
           All wells properly abandoned in accordance with State Health Department regulations. 
           Septic tanks pumped and removed. 
           Are there any underground storage tanks to be removed? 
           All hazardous materials removed and disposed of in accordance with Minnesota Pollution 

Control Agency requirements.  See the MPCA documents Pre-Renovation/Demolition 
Environmental Checklist and Pre-Renovation or Demolition Requirements (attached) for 
more information.  

 

 
Signed:  ____________________________________  Date:  ____________________
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